Emerging Web

Mid Term Project

Due: October 24th

Overview:

For the mid-term project, you will collect data (populate a database), create a RSS feed and design a web site that makes your feed accessible. This project will be done in groups of 2-3 students (teams are listed below).

Your team will determine what kind of information you will gather that is not already available online. You will not be creating an application that uses this data feed but must suggest several (2-3) possible uses on your project web site. The proposed applications should either encourage new or improved experiences of a “place” or a semi-lattice system over of an existing tree-like structure. As you brainstorm for ideas about what data to collect and how to do this, you should keep in mind what applications you will propose in the end that address either (or both!) of these approaches.  

Consider:

What place or system(s) do you want to transform through your data collection and its future use? This place or system should be one that you all are familiar with or something everyone can experience as you plan the project; this way everyone can fully participate in the design process. Also, the team should pick a place or system that you think needs change or re-thinking; this should be a genuine attempt to transform a physical location or situation.

Think of the community designer that protected the town of Manteo from development and losing its sense of place as described in the article “Lingua Francas for Design.” What data did he collect and how? Why was data mapping so vital to preserving this community in the face of development? Sometimes preservation can be an improvement over change.

Also think of the Situationists and the irrational mapping projects designed to trigger more profound insights into the city. How can you create intimacy within a public space through reorientation and subjective mapping? How can data undermine dominant patterns of circulation or instigate new social interactions or behavior? 

Can your data tease out seemingly obvious facts that are invisible to the eye because they are so common? Remember Williams Whyte’s conclusion: if there are no seats, no one will sit! What can data say that language is unable to describe?

What type(s) of data do you need to collect and how? The data could be text, photos, audio, video etc. You can collect the data as a team or gather it from others through surveys and/or online forms. 

Projects and Feeds that may or may not Relate to What you Will Do:

http://www.tenbyten.org/10x10.html
http://www.marumushi.com/apps/flickrgraph/
http://audio.weblogs.com/
http://www.takeo.org/nspace/ns011/
http://www.meta-cc.net/
http://www.ning.com/
http://www.chicagocrime.org/
http://ejohn.org/blog/traffic-conditions-data/
http://protest.net/about_protest_net.html

http://www.rssgov.com/

http://www.traffic.com/Washington-DC-Traffic/Washington-DC-Traffic-Reports.html
The Teams:

Team 1: Dayel, Shana, Steve T.

Team 2: Angela, Justin, Matt F.

Team 3: Matt K., Al, Antonio

Team 4: Zach, Anthony, Steve R.

Team 5: Sean, Tim

Deadlines:

October 20: Present Work in Progress in Class to Brooke and Peter

October 24: Present Final Project in Class

Requirements:

You must collect data, create a RSS feed and produce a web site with a link to the feed. The web site must describe 2-3 ideas for using the feed. The proposals for use must include images and text descriptions. 

There are no other requirements (like you must collect x amount of data or design y number of pages) but remember this is a two week project designed and developed by 2-3 people. Your project must reflect this.

Grading:

Each final project will receive a grade and each student will receive an individual grade. We will ask each of you after mid-term projects are due to describe your collaboration process, grade your team members and grade your final project.

