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Overview:

One of the more exciting developments online is the role of data exchange and visualization that is taking place both on an individual level and within large communities. One tool that is currently popular for creating data-driven work is XML, a customizable, markup language that allows for easy sharing and manipulation of information across the web. XML dialects such as RSS--the technology underlying numerous blogs and news feeders--and SVG, a markup language for graphics that is becoming the standard on cell phones and PDAs, are two such examples.

In this course students will work collaboratively to develop applications that put XML to work and explore what is possible with some of these newer web technologies. In addition, we will take a step back to think more abstractly about data structures and interaction within the physical, built environment to inform our web design choices. Discussions will focus around weekly readings that will enable students to think critically about work of this genre and serve to generate ideas for class projects.
